NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE ASSOCIATION
400 Fair Hill Drive
Elkton, Maryland 21921
(410) 392-0700
STEWARDS REPORT
Race Meeting: Genesse Valley

Date: October 14, 2017

Stewards: David Hershbell
Bruce Rodman
Doris Paxson

Weather: Clear

Clerk of Scales: Doug Swanson

Starter: Bill Lloyd

Course: Compaction 9 Avg.
Moisture: 7 Avg.

Official Actions: CLASS BRAHMS, trained by Tara Elmore, was randomly selected
for pre-race "milkshake" testing.
Race 7: DR. K'EOGH was pulled up after a mile by Jockey Bethany Baumgardner
who said she simply "could not steer the horse". ROLLFORWARD
completed the course for the win.
Race 9: CLASS INDIAN fell hard at the tenth (10th) fence. Jockey Justin Batoff
was transported off the course and attended by EMT's and two Course
Physicians who diagnosed him with a concussion, but was not sent to
the Hospital. He was cautioned not to attempt driving and planned to
return home with William Dowling.
Race 10: A claim of foul was lodged by Eric Poretz, rider of SALUDA SAM against
Bethany Baumgardner, rider of MANHATTAN JOHNNIE for interference
approaching the stretch. Neither horse interfered with the eventual
winner COMANCHERO. MANHATTAN JOHNNIE finished second and
SALUDA SAM finished third. A Stewards Inquiry was posted and both
riders were interviewed by the Stewards. Following a review of the films
and the testimonies of both riders, the claim was upheld. The order of
finish was changed to SALUDA SAM second and MANHATTAN JOHNNIE
third and made official. The interference was found to be accidental and
no penalties were levied.
Other Issues:The Stewards were notified by Racing Secretary Martha Wadsworth on
Friday, October 13 that the fences had been modified. The modifications consisted
of securing the two top rails by ropes and bolts to one another and having them
secured to the main fence into holding cups fabricated by plastic pipe. If the top
rail was struck, it would release forward and simply drop, but would be held in
place via the ropes. It should be noted that all participants interviewed were very
pleased and supportive of this change, and this design should be referred to the
Safety Committee for further review

On Saturday, during a review of the shoes of all participants, it was determined by
Dr. Richard Payne, Paddock Veterinarian and NSA Administering Veterinarian Dr.
Bonny Henderson, that the shoes of the horses of trainer Joe Davies were not in
conformance with the policy posted on the overnight, and contacted the Stewards.
"NSA Shoe Policy: No raised toes, front or rear, will be permitted in any race. A
raised toe is defined as an extension of the shoe by more than 1/16 of an inch.
Stickers, caulks and turndowns are not permitted". A photo was sent to the
Stewards along with a comment that the extensions were at least 1/4 inch. The
Stewards met with Mr. Davies and advised him of the necessity to cure the defect
or his horses would be scratched. Mr. Davies secured the services of the course
farrier and the veterinarians witnessed the removal of the impermissible cleats. Mr.
Davies' horses were then permitted to run.

